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Clandel In Thirty-Aifth Street. |
Since sundown on Saturday your
correspondent has seen three of the

new plays that have come to town for |
Christmas and because there will be |
many more to-night, to-morrow and |
Wednesday, these three must be
portad on here and now,

Last evening was celebrated at the |
Garrick by the press performance of |
“The Tidings Brought to Mary.” This|
§s u much abbreviated translation of

“L‘'Annonce Faite a Marie,” an Cheist- |
mas miracle play by that earnest andl
somewhat wordy French Maeterlinck, |
Fau! Claudel. It is the romance of |
the gentle and saintly Vidlaine, who, |
touched with”leprosy by a kiss she|
had given once in compassion, lives|
velled and sightless and alone in her
but on the road to Rheims, And to
her there, on the Christmas Eve when |
Joeanne d'Arc s leading her King 1o
the cathedral, her sister brings the
little dead child of the man Violaine |
had joved. And as the bells-are carol-
ing the coming of another Noel and
¢choirs of angel voices fill the air with
Christmas chants, the dead child
comes to life In the leper woman's
army, Is reborn there with eyves that
are now the color of her eyes and lips |
hat are wet with milk from her with- |

ed breasts,

This sgeme of the miracle itsell is
beautifully staged at the Guild, wl1h|
the figures of the gwo women sil-|
houetted against a sky filled with un-
earthly light. This is the single dra-
matic moment In a performance which,
for tha most part, {s performed with
something of that catalepsy of selfs
hypnosis which our playvers usually
succumb to only in giving .\Iu.»n‘rllnl:'k.]
A not too dramatic-poet at best is Paul |
Claudel, and when an English \ersmn'
of his outgivings ls Intoned on' the
stage by voices most of which are
arld, sapless and without any lovely
color of their own, the result is lkely
to be tedium. Lagt nieht only Mary |
Fowler and one Philip Leigh seemed
to escape from thls =pell into the
freedom of vivid and actual speech.

The play i8 unfolded on a s#cene-
Jess stage, an uncurtained flight of |
eteps mbunting through a proscenium
recast into arches of plety. The in-
tervals of time and the shifts of set-
ting are indicated by elght nuns who
file in and out, sarving the peak of
the stage as though it were an altar.
They were intended to deepén the re-
ligious note of the proceedings, but
Kept disturbing us by suggesiing
rathey the commencement procession
at a finishing achool,

Indeed, we derived little pleasure at

ra-

that afforded by the delightful com-
Positions  Into “which the shifting
groups of players would fall*—players
most Deautifully costumed by Lee
Bimonson. The new Guild production
is n feast for the eyes,

r_"J'(IHA.\'.\i-ZJ KREIRLER "—A fnnl’.ll”e‘
melodranta by Carl Meloherd and
Rudol! Dernapuer, adapied hy Louls N.
Parker, at the Apollo Theater,
Joharm S\rvil o dth e el Jacob Ben-Ami
Thumlnr . o Hirakine Sanford
Cyprian. .. Manart Kighen
Ludwig. . <o Ceell Owen
Vincent..... LFrite Ada
Othmar Hyman Meyer
5;.' :-.-.-lr‘(;r.l cess JOlver T, MeCormiok
nlin Mark |
e Tl S8 12 Lotus obb
Mr. Mark «o.Oharles R, Burrows
Mrs, Mark..... oo AnDR. Batens
Father Ignatiua, . Munart Kippen
- J
At the Apollo,
Attended by much groaning and
ecreaking and hoarsely whispered

stage directions, o mountain of scenerg’
labored at the Apollo Theater on Sat-
urday night to bring forth the much
heralded mouse of a play called “J0-|
hannes Kreisler.,” This Is last year's
success In Berlin, which has now been
done Inio English by Louls N. Parker,
buoyed up by a fine musical setting, |
adorned with a handsome ballet and In
getneral turned into a costly and com- |
plicated production designed by the
as a Christmas offering to|
New York.

The play itself had its origin in o
semi-nutobiographical tale of Hoff-
mann, the German mystic—a atory of
his called “Krelglerfana™ of which the
legend in us famillar 4 househald pos- |
session In Berlin as is Poe's "Raven,” |
for instance, in America. This was
turned into a play at all because up in
Denmark a worker In the theater had
invented o contraption of stes] cages
and wheels and tracks which, when
®ot up on o stage, would permit a piny

forty or fifiy scenes to be run off
trippingly in the brief space of time
that a normal (veldental audlence can
be persvaded to remaln in the theater,

Such an invention naturnlly goaded
s possessors to a very debauch of |
awift and varied scene changing, with
the result that compared to “Johan-
nes Krelsier” the few cut backs of “On
Trinl" at which we ware ohde all
agupe, now sesm_ a8 slmple as the
stuge effects of the plays the children
give in the barn For “Johannes |
Kréisler” is the plece written to fit
this scenéry—a mooning, rmmbling,
swift fitting, movie paced nightmnare
of a play with vislons, apparitions and
all manner of llke phenomana keeping
fhe éyvo buny,

Same of these scenes vignetted In the
enveloping blackne of the Apolio'a
stage are good looking in themselves |
and when the svenery can be per |
sunded to behave [iself instend of §
pulking and whining as it did on Sat- |
urday Bight the tale thess woenes
have to tell runs more smoothly and
can weave an authentle spell. To |
this those «an testify who saw the |

 HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS,

PALAIS ROYAL

45th Street & Brondway
,"H!

al

3 ]
dinner

PAUL WHITEMAN |

gty (Himmself) .

FAMOUS ORCHESTRA
Also for

Supper after Theatre

For reservations phone Bryant 9440

sy SRR terorrsrent

L]

| shadowed

tvet arrived from Europe.

| whirlwind of
| White,
| why

| Christmas.

play dona less lavishly but with more
practice In, Berlin lust summer. LUn-
fortunantely  the first New York per-|
rormance was such a night of mishaps
98 Must come 1o stage managers in
el bid dreams, |
Kreisler is a hulf mad young <omy
from whose embraces a young |
girl Is drawn away by the disapprov-
ing church and who ever after in his
lite finds his path crossed by falr|
women, each of whom, somehow,
soemhis to have the form and spirit of
this love he lost and each of whom is
by an evil and venomous
man whose aspect s that of the stern
Father [pgrnativg, who had first come
between them. At the last |t the
prmia donna singing In "Don Glo-
vanni” at Poisdam who becomes the

TS

.

final embodiment of poor Kreisler's
love and their last scene together s
& meeting of their spirits alone on the

atage of the binck, empty opera house
at night. This meeting, which presages |
the death of both of them, is a really
extraordinary achievement in night-
mare staging and the manner In
which Kreisler's body rises up out of
the box and floats down through space
till he is standing at his lady's side is
a true visualization of the stuff that
dreams are made of.

To mentlon the moments of acting |
which can be detected In such & parade |
of seenery s like saying that Miss ol
and So did awfully well in the page-
ant. Seelng Ben Ami under such
clreumstances ia like m‘«m,\ Mrs. Fiske
in a revival of “Mecen. To be sure
he has a physical eloquence whd a
capacity to take on the distorted and
bizarre postures that we all assume
in dreams. This talent makes him the
most telling single figure one could
select to stalk through so distract'ng
an enterprise, Wandering at his side
in the maze of “Johannes Ktreisler” is
the lovely Lotus Robb. However, ane
could best sum up the whole venture
by saying that one of the most sitted,
most aspiring and most intelligent of
our nctors had to postpone the tirst
slght of his new play for six days ve-

nuse a certain kind of lamp had ant

“The Clinging Vine,'! a musleal comedy,
with book and Iy rin by el Benrs,
musie by Harold Levey, at the Knlcker-
hooker ¥I‘hu-upr. Peggy Wood ntured
At the hend of m east that includes James
', Marlowe, Raymond Crane, Charles
Derlekson, Reglnald Pasch, Charles 8cho-
field, Loulse Galloway, Joyee White,
Josophine Adalr and Eieanor Dawn. In
three nels. »

Peguy Wood.,

The new Savage enterprise (‘alledl
“The Clinglng Vine,'™ which wi[l’%e,
exhibited to the publie to-night at the |
Knickerbocker, I8 an pmusipg and
agreeable musical comedy by Zelda
Sears and Harold Levey, which has
been lifted out of the > rdinavy and

| into the rare by the all pervading pres-

ence of Peggy Wood. Thiz small
frolle of an entertainment is of con-
ventional enough pattern. It tells the | ¢
tale of a4 keen, shrewd young business
woman who, having a few free days
to devote to the mmatter, tries scorn- |
fully the experiment of being bralns
less, gushy and adoring in order to
gee what effect It will have wn the
men dround her. It has a dWaHtluim:|
effect, and incidéntally renders them
so fatyour and unguarded in business
matters that it suggests Itself as not
only an ornamental but & useful tech-
nie.

Peggy Wood, lovely to behold and
singing more sweetly than she eve:
sang, plays this role of the experi
mental clinging vine with an Ineffable |
grace and skill. She squanders on It |
the kind of adrolt, plquant and éx-|
hilarating performance that woulull
adorn as distinguished a high comedy
ag scems likely to be written for her|
in this day and neighborhood. It 18|
the kind of delicate and flna fibered |
playing for the lack of which so manv |
comedles seem rough to the touch and |
a little raucous. Indeed, we have seen
a hundred gentle plays that had noth- |
ing much the matter with them ex-|
cept that Peggy W l.nCH'I wis not play-
ing In them, .

Thera are other uhl« and likable
peopls «involved in these prooeedings,
notably, one Charles Derickson, who
has an uncommonly pleasing volee;
#ix undistingulghable young fellows
who sing swipes Ih un agreeably un-
dergraduate manner, and a fine little
a dancer named Joyce
But there s only one reason
we shall all ba going several
times to Bee “The Clinging Vine" and
here's wishiffg that reason a Merry

| afterward,

“Why Not?” Scores
Ripping Success i.,.

at First Showmg

Williams's Comedy
Eguity Players Proves
Sparkling Satire.

at Forty-
Equity Flayers

After two false starts the
elghth Street Theater the
got off with “Why Nat?
night e Lynch Wil-
T e ving written
the .:m-l -n]l:‘ the
and tha most .uuu.z-l.mlr]\
ady of the segson, and Tor
of his eontradiotions

a rush in
To Je
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1USINg come=
haviung had

With the |

Miss lrene I'n.-n\\id.k whose name
| rumor has lnked with that of Lilonel
Barrymore since news of the actor's
dlvorce by his former wife, Mrs. Doris

on |

| York Huigawo requesting that it be de- |

palished |

the courage

In writing & campanion plecn to his
potable "Why Mary? of six Years
gince, Willlams has chosen the obverss
side of his Pulltzer prize medal, i-loc|
nas inquired Into the neceasity of hav-
ing a divoree in the home Taking only
two couples this thme Instead of the

Med ranks of marital aspirants in his
earller comedy, he has put them through
thelr paces in mismated matrimony,
eraoking, the whip of his wit over them.
1t seems as If all wedlock must totter
under the shufis of his satire,
side strokes for the church, yet the In-
stitution of honest marriage is only the
more biraced by the sparkling shower
bath of dialogue he turns on .

topy around them. It is Shaw at his
soundest and Wilda at his wildest. The
comedy 18 \\m],hty and witty, efferves-
cent but not'evanescent. While epl-
grams seem uu-hui almost to the Hmit,
they never crack under the strain.

with |

“Why Not?™ is paradoxical, and yet at
Bboitom the personages In it are aeting
thoroughly within thelr righta. In seeli-
ing the sanest way out of thelr unhappy |
r::;"rrlr-ﬂ tangles they mercly look for

| the truth amld & welter of confuslon,
regardless of how many conventions

|
One man in the audience last night re-

marked a\ldihly
impossible,”” but he may have beéen of
the opposite faith among actors. Glven
the baslé assumptlons—set forth with
admirable exposition—the clearly drawn
chargcters mareh logically to their goal.
An impecunious poet and hig practical
but inharmonlons wife are forced to take

“Buat this situation Is|

positions as butler and maid at a coun- |

try home, and discover that the discon-|

tented master and the dreamy mistress
of the houss are the true loves who
they had left "fifteen yeurs before In

order to marry and live unhapglly ever
In a matter of fact fashlon

each of the four decides to get divorced

| and palr off with hls true love—-a sly

poke at Hn: dogma of “the mating of
opposites,’ Instead of the customary
awnkening in the last act to find r.hey
rénlly love their first spouses they go on |
adoring their fultable second cholees, as |
the average stage puppet would do If al-
| lowed to think for himself,

They are never talky, though some one |
ls always talking. The second act s

the ideal second act lald down in the |
dramatic text books, and yet It lvea |
This refreshing but airy play indeed

svems wrltten In an offhand mannar, but
that s because all the while the dra-
matlst 1s beguiling Fou with his dexter-
4iy. Its charnctera are constantly hover-

ng over points of ,'It.‘uluu.d\ that in actual|

exlatence sometimes lead to shooting and
always lead to it In melodrama, Yet |

they are as polite as the flgures In “Van- |

K

ity Falr" A large part of the char

o the prodl:r‘tlon lay in watching the &
cellent cast play guite difficult roles with
the esase and nonchalance of having
grown up in them, They struck judt the
right key—they had the suavity of bar-
bers,

Tom Powers seemed over young ae
the poetic father of a flapper, for he
goamed to have gradunted from college
just the miflute before, But he played |
Leonavrd Chadweiek with the right
of n frightened deer. Jane Grey brough:
polse and attractiveness to the part of
Evadne, hls affinlty, though she and the

winsome Margaret Mower might have |

exchanged roles to advamtage, Ceclj
Yupp stood forth as a pettifogging
Inwyer, determined nobody should

divarce and typifying the self-righteous
| who are eminently wrongheaded, Every
opde in Ko often Norma Mitchell would
explode o depth bomb inte one's risibli-
fties. Warburton Gamble as the sports.
manlike husband; Raymond Gulon as
Lis odd son, and Marguerite Churehill
as the very modern but still lovable
Chadwick girl, wers also In the pic-
tare.

Mrs. Shelley Hull and O. P; Hegele
| have stagad the plece finely, though in-
elined to =eep up the tempn at times
One would 'llkt a pause ooccaslonally, to
tuck away a lineg for future reference
| The quaal-artificial scene in the first
act, when the Chadwicks vie with each

other to enmmit sulelde for thelr daugh?®

ter's =ake, wns =p hurried as to bo-
ome artificlal, 1t 45 a mad world, my
masters, hut a beautiful ond,
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| that 1 am married now.”
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|

DENIES SHE’'S TO WED
LIONEL BARRYMORB.

m Married }V_o;v, Says Miss |
Irene Fenwick.

Rankin Barrymore, became public, ybs
terday denied the report that she and
Mr. Barrymore were soon (o marry.
Miss Fenwick was about to leave the
elty for the holidays wnen news of her
reported engagement to My, Barrymore
reached her. She telephoned THE Now

said Miss
ne other reason than
Miss Fenwick,
who starred with Mr. Barrymore last
sedson in “The Claw,” Is n private life

Mrs. J. J. O°'Brien and lives at i9 BEast
Sixty-first street.

nled. *“The story Is untrue,”
Fenwick, “It for

“ROSE BRIAE” OPENS TO-NIGHT.

Billle Buarke nt I:-mnln—-ﬁeven

Other Premiers.

There will be elght publle openings
to-night on the theatrical horlzon,
though three of the plays had privats
showings yesterday, They are Miss
Billle Burke in tose Briar” at the
Fpire Theater ; Margaret Lawrence in
“Secrets” at the Fulton; “The Tidings

Brought to Mary"” at the Garrick; Fay
Balnter inh *7T Lady Crstilinda” at
the Broadhurst; Leos Ditrichsieln in |
*The Egotlst" the Thirty-ninih
street | “Why Not it the Forty-elghth |
straet ; "The Clinging Vine,” with Peggy
Wood, at the Knickerbocker, and
“CGHlory," with I'atti Harrold, at the

Vanderbilt.

EDELSTEIN QUARTET PLAYS,

The last of four concerts at the Aller-
ton Houses by the Edelstein Quartet
was given yesterday afternoon at the
Twenty-ninth Btreet  Allerton l-lDunP.|
The program inciuded Mozart's Quartet |
fur strings No. 17; Concerto In G minor |
fir violin, Bruch, and Quartet for piano

| .
|

SHUBERT PRODUCTION,

Charles

NEW

The
Richman in a new play of which he
the author, entitied “Suspended Sen-
tence,” to-night In Wilmingten. In ad-
dition to the star, the cast Includes
Emily -Ann \"vilmnu. Ione Bright, Har-

Shuberts will present

ald Salter, [Johns Adale, Jr, Harry
Neville, and Frunk Hur-
vey.

Viaux

Clyde

HRODIN HOOD" TO END RUN,

Deugins Pairbanks in “Robin Hood,”
at the Lyric Themter, will end its run
on Sunday night, Janua¥y 7, It wil' be
suceceeded the next day by a pleture
showing animal hunting In Africa.
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IN the name of Mr. Warfield and
my associates in ‘‘T he Merchant
of Venice”’ I' wish to express deep
gratitude for the inspiring ovation
accorded us.

Our tribute, if we may be allowed
to pay it, will be a greater effort to
be worthy of such generous appre-

ciation.
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